A study on the prevalence and intensity of occurrence of Thelazia skrjabini (Nematoda: Thelazioidea) in cattle in central Alberta, Canada.
The distribution of Thelazia skrjabini in the eyes of cattle was examined from necropsies on 297 animals. Although the overall prevalence in beef cattle (21.5%) was similar to that in dairy cattle (25.7%), in general worms were more abundant in beef than in dairy animals. The worm prevalence was lowest in the months from March to June and highest in September among beef and dairy animals. Thelazia skrjabini was found in 76 (16.8%) eyes from beef, and 23 (16.4%) eyes from dairy cattle. Infections were not randomly distributed among the eyes of cattle. Significantly more dairy and beef cattle contained T. skrjabini in both eyes than expected based on the observed prevalences. Based on chi-square probabilities, significantly more cattle more than 2 yr of age and less than 10 mo of age were infected with T. skrjabini. Although all age groups were infected, more worms were observed in cattle more than 2 yr of age. More female worms than males were collected from cattle. The male-to-female ratio of 1:2 was consistent regardless of cattle age, season, or type.